November 18, 2020

Dear Community Members,
 
Thank-you for making APHL aware of shortages of Hologic's AccuProbe product line that are causing backorders and delays in shipment. These shortages particularly impact the identification of Mycobacterium tuberculosis (MTB) and other non-tuberculous mycobacteria (NTM). The shortages are nationwide, impacting orders from all laboratories including large commercial laboratories.
 
Hologic estimates that the products should be more widely available by the end of the calendar year. However, they have acknowledged that previous estimated dates have already been pushed back so there is uncertainty in this estimate. APHL is in contact with Hologic, CDC's DTBE and the large commercial laboratories and will continue to monitor the situation and provide updates as needed.
 
We are planning to send out another communication later this week with more detailed information about methods and potential interim solutions. In the meantime please feel free to reach out to APHL if you have any additional questions or need additional assistance in finding an interim solution to these shortages. Specifically please reach out to me directly or through this community if you are a PHL:
 
· With either a critical shortage OR extra AccuProbe kits to share
· In need of assistance with TB/NTM ID of AFB positive cultures OR capacity to assist another PHL
· In need of material to validate another ID method OR if you have materials to assist with a validation  
 
We realize that this will have a significant impact on many of our members at a time when everyone is already stretched pretty thin.
 
Please also note that this is a separate issue from the potential future discontinuation of Accuprobe products that you may have received communications about from Hologic several weeks ago. APHL is also in communication with Hologic and CDC's DTBE about that as well. However, the recent shortages highlight the need for PHLs to identify alternative methods for MTB and NTM identification methods.
 
Thanks and more soon!
Anne
 
Anne Gaynor PhD (she/her)
Manager, HIV, Hepatitis, STD and TB Programs
Association of Public Health Laboratories
[bookmark: _GoBack]P +1 240.485.2739 | F +1 240.485.2700
